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Co-Presidents’ Report
Richard Kerbes
Attention! SOS Elms Coalition members and
supporters: I bring annual news and greetings
from your board. This year Doug Mitchell
stepped down from the Presidency. Doug has
served with dedication and enthusiasm in that
role for many years. We are grateful for his work
and leadership, and we are pleased that he has
agreed to remain on our board as a member-atlarge. Also, this year we welcomed a new
member, Robert White, to our board, and Jim
Wood and I were persuaded to assume the roles
of Co-Presidents.
On the Dutch Elm Disease (DED) front we
remain vigilant, but positive, with Saskatoon
remaining DED – free. The Saskatchewan
Ministry of Environment, working with municipal
authorities, has continued to keep the disease
under control in Saskatchewan communities, as
outlined in their report below.
This year the major activity for SOS Elms has
been the updating of our Tree Tour booklet (see
my report below). In-filling and other construction
continues to accelerate in the older areas of
Saskatoon, posing serious threats of damage,
deterioration, or outright removal of mature

trees. Urban Forestry is monitoring construction
sites to protect city-owned trees, but private
trees are at the mercy of the owner. This
problem and some solutions are reviewed below
in an excellent illustrated article by Linda
Moskalyk.
Our outreach activities continued, with SOS
Elms displays at Gardenscape in the spring and
at “Gone Wild for Wildlife” this fall. Sponsored by
the
Wildlife
Rehabilitation
Society
of
Saskatchewan, the latter is an educational,
family oriented event which aims to raise
awareness on issues such as nature protection
and wildlife rehabilitation. We found the
attendees there were very interested in our
cause. SOS Elms again sponsored an event
during the week-long NatureCity Festival in late
May. As last year, we partnered with the
Department of Plant Sciences, University of
Saskatchewan to have a guided walking tour of
the Patterson Garden Arboretum.
This fall the
International Society of
Arboriculture, Prairie Chapter, held their annual
conference in Saskatoon. Jim Wood attended for
SOS Elms. It provided an opportunity to network
with arborists, tree care companies, parks
professionals, landscape architects, forest
practitioners, tree nurseries/garden centre
representatives and municipal parks employees
from the three prairie provinces. The Saskatoon
Urban Forestry Department hosted the
Conference, which took resources and
personnel away from some of its other activities,
such as the SPLIT program, which was not run
this year. SOS Elms has been an active
supporter of SPLIT, which involved school
children in planning, planting, and caring for
trees and shrubs on school grounds. We have
been advised that the program will probably
resume, in a new form, next year. See Terri
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Smith’s article below, which summarizes the tenyear (2004-2013) span of SPLIT.
On behalf of all of us on the SOS Elms board, I
extend a huge vote of thanks and appreciation to
all of you, our dedicated members and
supporters. You are what give us a key element
of credibility to continue to succeed as a nonprofit advocate for the urban forest. Your
renewals of memberships, your donations and
other support are very important to us. Have
some wonderful Yule Log holidays, and all the
best with the urban forest in 2015.

A Vision of the Future
for the SOS Elms Coalition:
beyond the American Elm
Jim Wood
Since the founding of SOS Elms in 1992, the
focus of our organization has, of course, been
Dutch Elm Disease (DED) and the risk it posed
to the magnificent American Elms which are
such an important component of our urban
forests. In more recent years we have seen our
membership numbers dwindle, perhaps in part
due to less media attention to this serious tree
disease. The larger Saskatchewan communities
such as Regina and Saskatoon have urban
forest departments with trained staff and DED
surveillance programs in place. Current
measures are adequate to manage DED if and
when it makes inroads particularly into urban
areas. It is fair to say DED is no longer
considered the only major threat to our trees. In
fact Ash Dieback is now of even more concern
as it is making its way slowly and inexorably
towards us, having been found in Wisconsin this
year.
There is also an increasing appreciation of the
importance of the whole urban forest in
improving the quality of life in cities, an important
part of ‘nature in the city’.
We have had several discussions at the board
level of SOS Elms to consider broadening our
mandate to include the whole of the urban forest
rather than just continue to focus on one species
of tree. Such an expansion of our mandate
would almost certainly lead to rebranding, that is

choosing a new name to reflect our expanded
vision. We need also to consider aligning
ourselves with one or two national organizations
as there is always strength in numbers.
Many other cities in North America have
organizations which advocate for the whole of
their urban forests. Below, I have included a list
of useful references on the subject.
We welcome your comments and suggestions
on this matter.
Guelph Urban Forest Friends http://guffguelph.ca/
Trees as Infrastructure: Urban Forest Policy http://renewcanada.net/2014/trees-asinfrastructure-urban-forest-policy/
Tree Canada - https://treecanada.ca/en/
ACTrees: Alliance For Community Trees http://actrees.org/
Friends of the Urban Forest: Greening San
Fransisco - http://www.fuf.net/
Urban Forest Wikipedia article http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_forest

Provincial Report
Disease – 2014

on

Dutch

Elm

Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment
In 2014, the Ministry of Environment continued
its strategic approach to the management of
Dutch elm disease (DED), sharing responsibility
with municipalities. In particular, the ministry
focused its resources to support communities
embracing this responsibility by conducting
active DED management programs.
An important part of this support is the
maintenance of community buffer zones. The
Ministry of Environment looks for and removes
DED-infected trees in rural area buffer zones
around seven communities (Regina, Moose Jaw,
Estevan, Indian Head, Balcarres, Wolseley and
Tisdale) to help safeguard their elms. This year,
the ministry identified for removal a total of 246
elms from the buffers, up from 214 trees in 2013.
In addition, the ministry provided regulatory,
technical and scientific support to communities,
as well as support for ongoing DED research.
The province’s Crop Protection Lab continued to
provide free sample testing. Of the 274 samples
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submitted for testing this year, 134 tested
positive for DED.
The Ministry of Environment also continued its
co-operation with the Ministry of Parks, Culture
and Sport to manage DED within provincial
parks, with Environment conducting surveys and
Parks, Culture and Sport co-ordinating
necessary tree removals. In 2014, a total of 123
elms were identified for removal within Katepwa
and Echo Valley Provincial Parks and the
Regina Beach recreation site, down slightly from
135 trees last year.
Outside the buffer zones, urban and rural
municipalities are responsible for DED
management within their jurisdictions. This year,
there was good news for communities with
active DED management programs. Saskatoon,
Prince Albert, Swift Current, Melfort, North
Battleford and Yorkton remained DED-free in
2014, and there were no new communities
reporting DED-infected elms.
The cities of
Moose
Jaw
and
Regina
also
have
comprehensive DED management programs in
place, which have been critical to their success
to date in minimizing tree loss.
The Ministry of Environment also works to inform
the public about the positive actions that people
can take to help prevent the spread of DED into
their communities.
Messages highlighted
include the importance of proper pruning, done
outside the annual ban period, and the correct
and timely disposal of elm wood. Also important
are regulations prohibiting the transportation,
sale and storage of elm fire wood, and
establishing
standards
for
tree
care
professionals. Communities are empowered to
enforce
these
regulations
through
the
appointment of municipal DED inspectors; at this
time, there are approximately 50 such inspectors
appointed across Saskatchewan.
For more information about DED or other
ministry programs, please contact the Client
Service Office at 1-800-567-4224, Monday to
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Man of the Trees” Memorial Marker
Event on Meewasin Trail
Robert White
A Meewasin interpretive sign honouring Richard
St. Barbe Baker, world-renowned forester and
tree planter par excellence, was dedicated in a
public ceremony on June 17, 2014. The event
recognized St. Barbe Baker’s life mission to
conserve the world’s forests and reclaim
deserts. It was held on the Meewasin Trail, north
of the Diefenbaker Centre, close to the last tree
he planted a few days before his death 32 years
ago. St. Barbe Baker was visiting Saskatoon in
th
1982 while on a world tour. To mark the 20
anniversary of World Environment Day, June 5,
1982, a tree planting was arranged at the
University of Saskatchewan, where he had been
one of its first students. St. Barbe Baker was 91
years of age and was weak from extensive
travels in Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia
during 1981.
When the time came to plant the tree in 1982,
St. Barbe Baker rose from his wheelchair and
gathered the children present in a circle to
repeat the Children of the Green Earth motto;
“From our hearts/ With our hands/ For the earth/
All the world together”. He died four days later
and is buried in Woodlawn cemetery.
St. Barbe Baker had returned to the place where
he had first come of age and brought his
message of the vital importance of trees, which
for him also symbolized the whole of nature. In
Saskatoon, the Richard St. Barbe Baker
Afforestation Area south of the CNR station is
named in his honour, and his extensive archives
are housed at the University of Saskatchewan.
The trail marker and dedication were cosponsored by Meewasin Valley Authority and the
Saskatoon Baha’i community. St. Barbe Baker’s
embrace of the Baha’i Faith in 1925 was
formative in the development of his world
embracing vision and his life of selfless service
to humanity and the earth. Both Robert White
and Paul Hanley had met Richard St. Barbe
Baker, and had been at the tree planting in
1982. They and Doug Porteous (from Meewasin)
spoke at the marker event. Robert and Paul also
gave a more detailed presentation at the Baha’i
Centre in conjunction with the dedication.
Several members of SOS Elms Coalition came
to both events.
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tree will slowly decline over time. This makes it
difficult to prove that construction was the culprit.
SOS Elms will continue to monitor in-filling vs.
public trees. Developers and the general public
need to be informed about tree protection to
ensure that all measures are taken for the health
of the tree.
Protection Methods:
-If it is possible, work from the back of the lot so
as not to compact soils around the street trees in
the front.
When this is not possible laying down a thick
layer of woodchip mulch (at least 6” deep)
around the trees will help to cushion the soil
from compaction.
-A protective barrier must be installed around the
trunk of the tree
- Equipment should never be parked under or
close to the trees
- The soil grade should not be changed.
- Roots should not be exposed to the elements,
and excavation can only take place on one side
of the tree.
The Tree - a Northwest hybrid poplar planted by
St. Barbe Baker in 1982, near the Diefenbaker
Centre.
Photo by Betty Calvert, MVA

Some examples:

Threats to Mature Trees from Infill
Housing in Saskatoon
- what we can do about it
By Linda Moskalyk
Infill housing continues to be a popular trend for
development of new homes in Saskatoon. This
method of construction replaces older homes,
usually in poor condition, with new houses,
duplexes, or even four-plexes, in mature
neighborhoods. While this type of growth in our
city is a positive way to impede urban sprawl by
often replacing one residence with two
residences per lot, it can have a negative impact
on the urban forest. The large street trees
adjacent to these sites can be severely stressed
from the construction that takes place near
them. One of the most damaging activities
during the building process is the injury to roots,
including cutting large support roots, scraping off
the feeder roots near the surface, and
compaction of the soil which starves the tree of
oxygen. Symptoms from this kind of damage
often don’t show up immediately, however the

th

425 4 St E
There is protection for the trunk of these trees
but no protection from compaction of the roots.
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What you can do:
These street trees are public property
intended to benefit the entire
neighborhood. A mature elm is worth
$15,000 or more. These are your tax
dollars and your trees.
If you see a situation where a city tree is
not being protected please call the City
of Saskatoon, Parks department 9753300 or contact the city councillor for
that area.

Exciting New Version of the
Saskatoon Tree Tour Booklet for 2015
th

430 4 St E - July 2014
After construction this tree appears to be in
decline.

th

1230 13 St E – July 2014
This tree is in decline with little hope for recovery
as the root zone has been compromised with
paving. The tree had already suffered root
damage from construction and compaction.

Richard Kerbes
The Saskatoon Tree Tour booklet is a guide to
the unique and unusual trees of the city.
Published by SOS Elms in 2002 and reprinted in
2004, it proved to be quite popular with the
public and helped to promote the appreciation
and care of our urban forest. In 2013 our board
decided to publish an updated and improved
version. That summer Jim Wood and Richard
Kerbes did a preliminary review of the 2004
booklet and inspected all its tree sites. Cliff
Speer launched an effort to find substantial
funding for the update. He was very successful by spring 2014 SOS Elms had secured a budget
to enable us to produce a much improved
booklet, in full colour with updated trees, text,
and new pictures.
This summer, our board’s arborist-artist, Linda
Moskalyk, took a lead role in the field work,
visiting all the 2004 booklet’s trees and sites,
plus seeking out and assessing new candidate
trees. She was assisted by Jim Wood and Judy
Wood. Judy obtained high quality colour
photographs of all the trees and sites. Robert
White led an effort to involve the public in
selecting new trees by preparing a mid-summer
press release. It invited Saskatoon residents to
nominate trees of special significance for
reasons such as exceptional size, unusual form,
important botanical value, rarity, or historical
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importance. The release drew excellent and
immediate response from the media. Richard did
live interviews with CTV, CJWW radio, Shaw
Cable TV, Metro News and the Saskatoon
StarPhoenix; and Cliff Speer spoke on CBC
radio. The release drew considerable response
from the public, bringing forward a number of
excellent new candidate trees. Drawing attention
to the update of the tree tour was a great way to
promote public appreciation of the beauty and
value of Saskatoon’s urban forest.
This fall Linda has been revising the tree articles
from the original guide and writing new articles
for the new trees. Richard has been reviewing
and revising those draft articles and passing
them on to Paddy Tutty who is formatting the
text and Judy Wood’s photos for the new Tree
Tour booklet. It will have an illustrated article on
each of about 24 special trees, with
supplementary information about special sites,
promoting SOS Elms, and on the care of the
urban forest. It is to be published in March 2015,
and we look forward to getting it out to our
members and to the public.
Adapted from:

Leafing a Legacy
Terri Smith, Urban Forestry, City of Saskatoon
The proverb “A society grows great when old
men plant trees whose shade they know they
shall never sit in” is a truism about the need for
current leaders to make decisions for the
betterment of future generations.
It also
eloquently describes the altruistic leadership of
Carl Hanson of the Riversdale Kiwanis Club of
Saskatoon. In 2003 he envisioned a tree
planting program that would engage Builders
Club members while greening Saskatoon’s
neighborhoods. Not exactly sure what that
would look like or how to begin, Carl contacted
the City of Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry
department, and a seed was planted.
Michelle Chartier and Linda Moskalyk, two of
Saskatoon’s municipal arborists at that time,
were never lacking for tree planting sites but
contended with encouraging homeowners to
agree to new boulevard trees. Citizens usually
value
trees
only
for
their
aesthetic
characteristics, or conversely, they consider
them a nuisance because of leaf litter. However
the benefits of urban trees are vast and far
outweigh the maintenance issues. Carl’s vision

of engaging youth, our future community
leaders, was a perfect medium for their message
and it was received with enthusiasm.
In 2004, a tree planting program came to fruition
and Schools Plant Legacy in Trees (SPLIT) was
founded. The City of Saskatoon, in partnership
with Riversdale Kiwanis Club, has now worked
with ten elementary schools. The Builder’s Club
played an important leadership role within the
program, with the participation of students from
Kindergarten to Grade Eight. SPLIT had three
components to the program: (1) In March, an
education day at the school, including botany,
climatology, forestry and entomology workshops
led by industry professionals. (2) In May,
students were bussed to the civic tree nursery,
planted tree seeds in the beds and watched
arborists at work. (3) In June, the final and most
anticipated event – Planting Day. Parents,
community members, city councillors and
financial supporters watched as the students
enthusiastically reconstructed their school yard
and ultimately became stewards of their
environment and community.
Over 250 trees and more than 500 shrubs have
been planted since 2004. Students are enjoying
the fruits of their labour; the apple trees are
producing, currents and Haskaps are in
abundance, and chain link fences are covered in
grapes. Carl Hanson’s vision inspired a great
community program, and his legacy is planted in
those students who will continue to advocate for
trees and protect our urban forest.

New Members Needed
Rae Hearn
As many of you are aware, SOS Elms Coalition
is an organization that depends on the
generosity of our membership. We are always
happy to welcome new members through a
variety of paths. During the year we participate
in several events where we pass on information
about our organization. Many of our members
are loyal and longstanding. It is our hope to
keep strong and proactive by encouraging even
more involvement and awareness. If you have
friends or acquaintances that would be
interested, please direct them to our web-site
www.soselms.org . Our membership drive
coincides with our annual newsletter but we are
always open to new members.
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"The Rowan Tree" - written by Watt Peter
Knight, submitted by Paddy Tutty
Oh rowan tree, oh rowan tree
Thou'lt aya be dear to thee
Entwined thou art wi' many ties
O'hame and infancy
Thy leaves were aye the first of spring
Thy flowers the summer's pride
There was nae sic a bonnie tree
In a' the country side
Oh rowan tree
How fair you were in summer time
Wi' a'thy clusters white
How rich and gay thy autumn dress,
Wi' berries red and bright!
On thy fair stem were mony names
Which now nae mair I see
But they're engraven on my heart,
Forget they ne'er can be
Oh rowan tree
We sat aneath thy spreadin' shade
The bairnies round thee ran
They pu'd they bonnie berries red,
And necklaces they strang
My mither, oh! I see her still,
She smil'd our sports to see
Wi' little jeannie on her lap,
And jamie on her knee
Oh rowan tree
Oh there arose my father's pray'are
In holy ev'ning's calm
How sweet was them my mother's voice,
In the martyrs' psalm
Now a'are gane!
We meet nae mair aneath the rowan tree
But hallow'd thoughts around thee twine
O'hame and infancy
Oh rowan tree

SOS Elms Coalition Inc. Board of Directors
Co-President: Richard Kerbes
653-4209
Co-President: Jim Wood
373-6007
Treasurer: Cliff Speer
653-5693
Secretary: Rae Hearn
244-3082
Membership: Rae Hearn
244-3082
Communications: Paddy Tutty
665-0864
Member at large: Linda Moskalyk
Member at large: Robert White
374-6380
Member at large: Doug Mitchell
244-3082
Member at large: Anna Leighton
665-6074
This newsletter edited by Richard Kerbes and
Kathy Meeres

"It is not so much for its beauty that the forest
makes a claim upon men's hearts, as for that
subtle something, that quality of air that
emanates from old trees, that so wonderfully
changes and renews a weary spirit.
- Robert Louis Stevenson

"I have grown taller from walking with the trees.”
- Karle Wilson Baker

Season’s
Greetings
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More images of the devastation that sometimes
occurs with infill construction (photos by Richard
Kerbes).

YES! I WANT TO JOIN SOS ELMS!
http://www.soselms.org
 $10.00 Annual membership per household

 $_____Donation
$_____Total - (tax receipt will be mailed to you)
Money order or cheque enclosed
(Payable to SOS Elms Coalition)
 Yes! I wish to help out as a volunteer
Mail to:
SOS Elms Coalition

Name_______________________________________
E-mail (optional) _____________________________
Address_____________________________________
Postal Code__________ Telephone____________

1618 9th Ave. N,

Saskatoon, SK
S7K 3A1

