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Arbor Week May 28--June 6, 2021
Arbor Week 2021 will provide the opportunity for individuals and families to learn the how-tos
how
of
planting trees, the benefits of trees and the joy of spending time in them.
Our theme for the 2021 Arbor Week is 'Resurgence'. This year's events through education
e
will
better prepare families for tree planting and gain momentum for expanded community based
plantings of our urban forest in the future when the pandemic finally allows us to gather again.

We are planning a number of activities that are focused on this theme of 'Resurgence'. After many
months facing a pandemic, we feel this theme appropriately depicts renewal, hope, and a “fresh
start.” As we know trees can provide positive benefits on our mental and physical health. Due to
Covid, we’ve had to get creative with our planning to ensure that participants are safe.
SOS Trees Coalition is partnering with Meewasin Valley Authority, the City of Saskatoon, U of S and
a variety of community organizations. The Arbor Week committee has been working diligently
and are still recruiting additional partners and funders for our Arbor Week activities. If you are
interested please contact us at trees@sostrees.ca.
We are constantly updating the Arbor Week 2021 web page so check us out. If you are planning
an event or even just a small activity to celebrate trees send us the information and we will
add it to the events on the web page.

Special Thanks To Our Sponsors
The City of Saskatoon, Healthy Yard Program
B&B Tree Services
Porcupine Tree Services
EcoFriendly Sask

Urban Forestry Plan moves forward
The Standing Policy Committee on Environment, Utilities and Corporate Services moved the Urban
Forestry Management Plan on to the City Council in principle and was adopted by City Council on
March 22nd.

Learning English and Trees at the Same Time
SOS Trees is happy to help everyone learn a little more about trees. In March through our
coalition’s work I did a Zoom presentation for Great Plains College immigrant students who are
studying English. As part of their program to practice conversational E
English
nglish her presentation
touched on tree species of Saskatchewan, benefits of trees, Dutch Elm Disease, and Richard St.
Barbe Baker. The students had been talking about trees in previous classes and came prepared.
They asked a lot of good questions and wer
weree genuinely interested in the subject. Someone wanted
to know why farmers cleared all of their land and didn't leave more trees to prevent erosion.
Another question was about how to prevent Dutch Elm Disease. They wanted to know what my
work entailed as an arborist.
One student even had a quote to share with all of us: "The best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago,
the second best time to plant a tree is now."
The students are studying at colleges in both Swift Current and Warman. They immigrated to
Canada
da from Ukraine, Philippines, Korea, and a variety of African countries. In the presentation I
added some photos of trees from their native countries as well as pointed out fun facts about our
flag and maple syrup. It was a fun evening and I think we may have some new Canadians
enthused about trees.
Linda Moskalyk

12th St Clear Cutting in the City of Prince Albert
The City of Prince Albert decided to take the easy route when replacing sewer infrastructure. The
result was the destruction of other important infrastructure, several blocks of trees clear cut.
https://www.ckbi.com/2021/03/05/arborist-criticizes-citys-urban-tree-removal/

“I am the Lorax who speaks for the trees, which you (Prince Albert) seem to be
chopping as fast as you please!” Dr. Seuss

Sustainability Speakers Series:
The Sustainability Speakers Series is a monthly event hosted by the Saskatoon Public Library in
partnership with the Saskatchewan Environmental Society (SES). These environmentally themed
presentations are free for all to attend from the comfort of your own home (on Zoom). Talks,
including the Q+A portion, start at 7:00pm and end by 8:30 pm. Zoom links to the live webinars
are in the Library’s online Program Guide and its Program Calendar (saskatoonlibrary.ca) and the
SES website (environmentalsociety.ca).
Recordings of the presentations are posted on YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRUK7BHZUVfrHCxuJyBeO0IgjjeqBwseY).
These recordings also can be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/c/SaskatoonPublicLibrarystoonlibrary/playlists

MARCH 23 / SASKATCHEWAN FORESTS AND NATURAL CLIMATE SOLUTIONS
Dr. Michael Fitzsimmons has worked for the protection of forests, grasslands, lakes and other
Saskatchewan ecosystems for over 30 years. He will outline the potential for conservation and
restoration of Saskatchewan forests to mitigate against climate breakdown.

APRIL 6 / PLASTICS: WE CAN’T RECYCLE OUR WAY OUT OF THIS
Joanne Fedyk, Executive Director of the Saskatchewan Waste Reduction Council, will give an
overview of plastic pollution and the efforts globally, nationally and locally to identify solutions.

Planning On Planting A Tree?
Check out “Choosing the Right Tree” at Trees are good.org

Calendar
For the most comprehensive listing of environmental events in the province, check out EcoFriendly
Sask

Town Hall Meetings
Elected officials will be conducting virtual town hall meetings and it is important that we share
our view on the value of our urban forest and trees in general. If you here of a town hall in your
area please attend, speak up for trees, and let us know about when it will happen so we can inform
our other members in your area.

A Good Article on Dutch Elm Disease
The Ecological Role of American Elm (ulmus americana L.) in Floodplain Forests of Northeastern
North America by Christian O. Marks.
https://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/pubs/gtr/gtr-nrs-p-174papers/10marks-gtr-p-174.pdf

From the Saskatoon Nature Society
Since 2007, the Saskatchewan government has sold nearly 2 million acres of Crown land that
previously belonged to the people of this province. This land includes formerly protected
grassland, wetlands, and aspen parkland that are the territories of the Cree, Saulteaux, Nakota,
Dakota, Lakota, and Métis Peoples. In our commitment to honour the Treaty relationship,
protect natural landscapes, and ensure that all people have access to land for both leisure
and livelihood, we call on the Saskatchewan government to halt the liquidation of public land.
You can help by signing this petition and/or write to the names on the petition to let them know
your feelings on this sell-off of our public lands.

An interesting watch some evening
Focused on the boreal forest: “How do trees move, communicate and survive the destructive
forces of fire, insects, and human encroachment? Borealis offers an immersive portrait of the
lifecycles of the forest from the perspective of the plants and animals that live there.”
It starts out beautifully, almost dreamy, merging art, science and Nature, becoming serious in an
educational and engaging way.
“Borealis’ is among the best articulations I have seen about the most urgent threat to our
“advanced” civilization…
Borealis (English Version) by Kevin McMahon - NFB
Borealis (Version française) par Kevin McMahon - ONF (English version with subtitles in French)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters
who have an interest in trees in Saskatoon. Through sharing information we can all be more
consistently informed and therefore become better advocates for our urban forest and the
individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable. If you do not want to receive this
newsletter or share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at
trees@sostrees.ca You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition
https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition.
Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of
stewardship of Saskatoons urban forest.
To become a member or supporter go to:
http://www.sostrees.ca/membership.html or you can mail directly to; 1618 9th Avenue North,
Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1. SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity.

