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City studying revising nuisance tree policy, Action 
needed 
At the August 10th City of Saskatoon Standing Policy Committee on Environment, Utilities 
and Corporate Services they moved to recommend to city council an amendment to the 
current C09-011, Trees on City Property policy.  The proposed changes would make the 
removal of trees easier by residents who perceive them as a nuisance..  SOS Trees 
President Linda Moskalyk testified urging the Committee to maintain the existing policy 
and reject the proposed amendment. 

SOS Trees hopes that you will ​take action to protect Saskatoon trees by; 

1. Identify who your city councillor is by going to: 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/city-hall/mayor-city-councillors/councillors&wards 

2. Call you Councillor and urge them to advocate for the current City Tree Policy and 
to advocate for the increase in funding for the expansion of the Saskatoon urban 
forest.  You might share why you value city trees. 

 

https://www.saskatoon.ca/city-hall/mayor-city-councillors/councillors&wards


 
Talking points​ in support of the current City Tree Policy​: 

1.     The current policy already covers the necessary removal of dying, diseased, and 
safety hazard trees. 

2.      The proposed amendment  would allow removal of healthy, non-hazardous city 
trees. 

3.     The proposed amendment would allow removal of an existing city tree because 
a nearby resident complains that the offending tree provides, for example, too much 
shade, too many seeds, too much fruit, blockage of view, or “looks ugly”, etc.  

4.     The proposal amendment  lacks transparency by not including the ecological 
and economic value of the tree and its ecosystem services.  These trees are a city 
asset and belong to the citizens of Saskatoon. 

5.     Who pays? The proposed amendment establishes a different payment system 
even though it already has a system in place (ISA valuation) for trees destroyed by 
vandalism, infills etc.  The current proposal establishes that the resident requesting 
the tree removal is responsible for the cost of removal and tree value. Under this 
recommendation the city will pay for 50% of the tree removal and replacement and 
absorb the entire loss of the tree valuation. 

6.     How will it be paid? IF the proposed amendment passes, there are some funds 
in the tree replacement fund to pay for nuisance tree removal for 2020 & 2021. 
Starting in 2022 Council will have to budget for nuisance tree removals. 

 
 
A flowering crab that some say is a nuisance when the fruit drops.  This inconvenience is for 
such a short period of time compared to the ecosystem services it provides - wildlife habitat 
and food, shade, aesthetics for a yard, stormwater management, climate mitigation, etc. 

 



 

 

 

Saskatoon Tree Protection Policy 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/callbeforeyoubuild_-_tree_p
rotection.pdf 

Are the construction sites near you meeting the policy?  If not contact;   

 Saskatoon Urban Forestry at 306-975-2890 & call or email your city councillor.  Also please 
cc. ​trees@sostrees.ca​  so we can monitor concerns and responses. 

 

Wood chips are supposed to be placed below the drip line of a tree to protect roots from 
compaction of heavy equipment.  This is seldom done. 

 

https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/callbeforeyoubuild_-_tree_protection.pdf
https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/callbeforeyoubuild_-_tree_protection.pdf
mailto:trees@sostrees.ca


 
 

Get to know your candidates & public officials before 
the Nov. 9th election. 
Public officials want to hear from us.  As elected officials or candidates near the November 
9th election they need to hear from their constituents so they can better represent your 
needs and desires.  If they do not hear from you  they may represent the wants of those 
they do hear from, which may differ from yours.  Few officials and candidates have the 
expertise they need to give justice to the varied decisions that will be needed regarding 
trees and it is our job to educate them.  We are reminded that they hear from very few 
people and if contacted by even one or two people about an issue, maybe all that it will take 
for them to vote in a certain direction.  Now is the time to call your candidate and ask 
them: 

How will you advocate to expand and protect the Saskatoon urban forest? 

Will you advocate to expand the urban forestry budget to increase tree planting in the city? 

 

 



 

 

SOS Trees Annual General Meeting Under the Trees 
This year due to the pandemic restrictions we will be holding our annual general meeting 
(AGM) outdoors on August 27th at 6:30PM.  The agenda includes; 

● Read and correct the minutes of the previous AGM  

● Approve the financial statements  

● Receive the president’s report 

● New business 

● Receive the report of the nominating committee 

● Elect new directors 

● adjournment 

Call for nominations is open for the SOS Trees board of directors.  If you are interested in 
joining the board of directors please submit your email of interest to the Nominating 
Committee at ​trees@sostrees.ca​ by August 20th. 

The AGM will be held in Victoria Park August 27th at 6:30PM, near the pagoda.   Please 
bring your lawn chair and refreshment if you choose. 

 

mailto:trees@sostrees.ca


  

 
 

 

For your viewing pleasure: 
A great tree video from Halifax. ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyXDjOamDj8 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this quarterly electronic newsletter to our members 
and supporters who have an interest in trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information 
we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better advocates for our 
urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyXDjOamDj8


want to receive this newsletter please email me at ​ trees@sostrees.ca ​ .  You can also follow 
us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition. 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering 
of stewardship of Saskatoons urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: 
http://www.sostrees.ca/membership.html​ or you can mail directly to;  1618 9th Avenue 
North, Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity and all donations 
in excess of $20 will receive a tax receipt. 
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