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In this edition 

• Dutch Elm Disease is here 

• City Budget & Policy Update 

• Councillor Coffees 

• AGM 

• Free trees 

• Tree planting opportunity 
 

Dutch Elm Disease is spreading 
 

In previous years Dutch Elm Disease was found in the SW corner of the City.  This year it has been found in 

Sutherland and Pleasant Hill neighborhoods.  The city has stepped up their surveillance resulting in additional 

cases in Sutherland.  In the recent cases found in a Sutherland/Forest Grove shelterbelt and due to the proximity 

of the trees and the potential that root grafting would spread the disease approximately 30 neighboring trees 

were removed. 
 

You might have seen the city signage appearing in City parks explaining that having and/or storing Elm wood is 

illegal. We hope this will help with education about firewood.  It is also important to learn the signs and 

symptoms by going to the website to be informed - https://www.saskatoon.ca/services-residents/housing-

property/city-owned-trees-boulevards/tree-diseases-pests/dutch-elm-disease 
 

The potential impact of Dutch Elm Disease (DED): When Dutch Elm Disease hit the Minneapolis area they saw a 

slow but gradual rise in DED cases over 10 years until they reached 400 cases annually, then four years later they 

were removing 27,044 in a single year.  That’s equal to 100% of Saskatoon's city American Elms.  The only thing 

that eventually reduced the rapid loss of trees was increasing the surveillance and removal budgets. 
https://sostrees.ca/ded-info.html 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Saskatoon City Budget & Policy Update 
 

We have all heard and read about the budget crisis at the City of Saskatoon. SOS Trees Coalition has a number of 

policy positions.  We will be addressing the following SOS Trees policy positions through our Councillor coffees, 

presentation at council and letter writing:  
 

• The erosion of Saskatoon’s urban forest 

• Protecting significant trees on private property through a tax incentive process. 

• Increasing the number of trees on boulevards and front yards 

• Increasing public understanding of the values and care of trees within a prairie environment 

• Reducing the impact of insect and disease on Saskatoon's trees due to climate change 
 

Our policy positions are on our website at https://www.sostrees.ca/pdf/2023_positions_SOS_Trees.pdf 

 

 

You can help, grab a coffee with us 
  

Join one of our upcoming Councillor coffees and discover how SOS Trees Coalition is advocating for tree 

protection and expansion.  Share your joys and concerns about trees with your Councillor.  Our plan is to gather 

10-15 neighbours together to have an open conversation with each Councillor.  If you would like to join us 

please e-mail trees@sostrees.ca and we do need your participation.  Join the conversation. 

 

Our next scheduled Councillor Coffee is with Councillor Hill representing Ward 1 is Sunday September 4th.  To 

register please email trees@sostrees.ca , we need your voice. 
 

To write your councillor  Thanks to our friends from Saskatoon Cycles for this quick link. 

 

Annual General Meeting  
 

SOS Trees will have its AGM Thursday, September 14th at 7:00 pm.  

The AGM will be at Luther Towers Residence, 1223 Temperance 

Street, Saskatoon, SK S7N 0P2,. This is a great opportunity to discuss 

with members of the SOS Trees board of directors any tree related 

issues you see.  There will be a 20 minute presentation about 

Saskatoon’s urban forest and the issues SOS Trees is working on and a 

short update on Dutch Elm disease in Saskatoon.  We hope to see you 

there. 

 

Endangered Tree 
 

SOS Trees has begun posting Endangered Tree signage at construction sites that do not comply with 

the City Tree Protection Policy .  Previously City staff would post the policy on City trees prior to 

excavation or construction with the value of the tree clearly identified.  We all know that if we want to 

keep the city temperature cooler, and that protecting and retaining our older trees is the most cost 

effective option.  Trees are under heavy stress from drought and heat and the last thing they need is 

for contractors to compact the soil around their feeder roots.   

 



 

 

 

 

Why don’t we: 

 

• Use directional drilling for new sewer 

and water line installation near large 

trees, similar to how they are replacing 

gas lines? 

• Require construction entry to all lots 

with an alley access to use the alley 

access? 

• Require metal or wood mats to 

dissipate vehicle weight when 

necessary under the tree's drip line. 
 

You can help: report tree policy violations 

to urban.forestry@saskatoon.ca or call 306-

975-2476. 

 

 

New Incentive for Eligible Toronto Properties 
Toronto property owners located in one of five eligible Neighbourhood Improvement Areas (NIA) can plant for 

FREE through our Backyard Tree Planting Program. This incentive supports tree planting in NIAs with some of 

the lowest canopy cover in Toronto. Find out if you qualify and apply today. 
 

Saskatoon offers free trees 
Homeowners and businesses can request the City plant a tree free of charge in the boulevard(s) adjacent to 

their property by submitting the online form.   Requests are filled subject to availability and suitability to the 

planting site. 

 

Great Reads 

•  What if Trees really Mattered 

•  We can't plant our way out of the climate crisis   Makes the case that the lesson is to plant new trees 

while preserving and keeping healthy the trees we already have.  

• cute comic about the value of trees 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities  
 

National Tree Day tree planting 
Join us as we plant with Tree Canada and Meewasin on Wednesday September 20th to plant trees along the 

recently completed southwest trail link/the old sanitarium site.  Registration is required  Thanks to BMO & Tree 

Canada for hosting this event in Saskatoon. 

 

Meewasin also has a number of tree protection opportunities.  Wrapping trees with protective fencing to 

prevent or reduce beaver damage.  For additional information 



 

 

National Forest Week, September 17-23 Events 
 

♦ National Forest Week Flag Raising Ceremony and Proclamation Canada's Forests: Supporting Biological 

Diversity Flag Raising Ceremony by Friends Afforestation Mon, September 18, 2023, 2:00 PM 

♦ Landscape Design Walkthrough By Dutch Growers Saskatoon Tuesday, September 19 2:00 - 2:30 pm 

♦ Landscape Design Walkthrough By Dutch Growers Saskatoon Wed. September 20 2:00-2:30 pm 

♦ National Tree Day Planting Event in Saskatoon By Trees Canada Wed. September 20, 2023 4:00 pm to 

6:00 pm 

♦ Charting a Greener Future: Unveiling the Path to Sustainability Connect with like-minded individuals, 

explore innovative practices, & ignite change for a thriving planet. Register now! by Friends 

Afforestation Thu, September 21, 2023 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM CST Virtual 

♦ Walking Tours by Meewasin Saturday, September 23 10:00 am - 12:30 

♦ Exploring the Diverse Trees of the Richard St. Barbe Baker Afforestation Area Engage with nature's 

secrets: Tree exploration event at St. Barbe Baker Afforestation Area by Friends Afforestation Sat, 

September 23, 2023, 2:00 PM 

 

 

Get involved! Stand up for our trees & join SOS Trees Coalition Today 
 

SOS Trees Coalition is on the move and we have increased our efforts working with the City of Saskatoon to 

protect our trees.  In addition to Arbor Week, our largest public education event, we are advocating for the City 

tree protection bylaw, increased City tree planting and monitoring Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry Management 

Plan.  Every member and donor is crucial as we build our coalition.  Please take a moment today and sign up for 

your Membership and/or donation today.  Thank you! 
 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you love our urban forest and think it 

is important to plant & protect trees 

please consider joining our board this 

year.   
 

We are now actively looking for new board members. If you are 

enthused about making a difference in your community and want 

to be a part of our dynamic team let us know.  We don’t ask that 

everyone be a tree expert.  In fact we need all kinds of skills such as 

letter writing, technical skills, ability to join other organizations’ 

meetings for collaborations, sharing creative ideas etc. Enthusiasm 

for the trees is the main criteria! There is no specific time commitment.  If you would like to apply please send 

an email to trees@sostrees.ca 

Memberships can also be purchased by printing out 

and sending our membership form  PDF format. 

Payment can be mailed or sent to us via e-transfer. 

 



 

 

Create Your Tree Legacy  
 

A planned gift may be one of the most impactful ways that you can support the 

trees in Saskatoon. A planned gift, life insurance, annuity, etc. to SOS Trees 

Coalition will make a difference.  A great example is the gift left by Joan 

Browne.  The Joan Browne fund has been a supporter of Arbor Week tree 

planting activities and other educational programs.  We are very thankful for 

the forethought that Joan Browne had and her vision of Saskatoon with a 

healthy urban forest.  For more information on how you can include SOS Trees 

Coalition in your estate planning email us at trees@sostrees.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in 

trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better 

advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not want to 

receive this newsletter or to share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at trees@sostrees.ca     

You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition. 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's 

urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: membership or you can mail directly to: 1618 9th Avenue North, 

Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a Canadian not for profit registered charity. Thanks to the financial support of 

our members and donors we are able to continue to advocate for the trees in Saskatchewan.   For additional information on 

how you can help go to: https://www.sostrees.ca 

 


