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In this edition 

• Arbor Week 2023 

• City Budget & Policy Update 

• Councillor Coffees 

 
 

Arbor Week 2023 
 

SOS Trees Coalition Arbor Week 2023 was a success.  This year Arbor Week stretched out to 17 days and was at 

23 locations throughout Saskatoon and Martensville.  The people who participated ranged in age from Pre-K to 

seniors, from recent arrivals to seniors in long term care facilities, people with visual impairments, people from 

multiple cultural backgrounds, people with a long history with 

trees and people who had little tree knowledge.  This event could 

never happen without the support of our many partner 

organizations, financial sponsors and volunteers. 
  

The Sutherland School outdoor classroom planting, sponsored by 

One Tree Planted, Zak's Home Hardware and Dutch Growers, 

saw 27 adult volunteers working with 270 students. Each hour 

groups of 60 students would arrive for a brief orientation and 

discussion, who then broke into small groups of 4 to 5 students 

and would join an adult tree coach for the actual planting.  

Students ranged in age from pre K - 7th grade.  Younger students 

were paired with older students, with older students doing the 

bulk of the digging and the younger students filling the soil back 

in around the tree.  Once volunteers had laid the paper weed 

barrier both age groups helped with moving mulch and watering 

the tree.  Students named their trees, discussed what trees do 

for us and what we can do to help the trees get established.  

Ultimately the day culminated with 77 native species being 

planted, 27 volunteers shared their knowledge and 270 students 

gained a closer connection to trees.  Following the event, the 8th grade students continued to add more wood 

chip mulch to get it up to 4 inches in depth.  At the end of the day the principal turned the 2" watering hose into 

a sprinkler for students to run through if they chose.  It was a hot day and as the last of us loaded up the sky 

opened up and soaked the planting with a torrential downpour. 
 

Our adult volunteers included SOS Trees Coalition members & friends, school parents, Canadian Western Bank 

volunteers and members of the University Husky women's soccer team.  Students represented a broad variety of 

cultural backgrounds, some recent arrivals to Canada, and students with disabilities.  A personal high point was  

 

 



 

 

 

seeing a 2nd grade student with some of the greatest behavioural 

challenges in the school light up with the opportunity to connect 

with the trees and take responsibility by mulching them.  He had a 

very good day. 
  

The planting event drew a number of media events: 2 radio 

interviews, 3 TV spots on location, 1 magazine article, 1 

newspaper article, and social media ads, in addition to the SOS 

Trees social media posts & website visits. 
  
We are thankful for the community members and local companies 

who provided in-kind donations such as mulch, augering holes, gift 

certificates, etc. 
 

Special thanks to the Arbor Week Committee: Caroline Dinter, 

Carmen Gilmore, Tom Gode, Rae Hearn, Sharon Leach and Linda 

Moskalyk. 
 

           

 
 

Saskatoon City Budget & Policy Update 
 

We have all heard and read about the budget crisis at the City of Saskatoon. SOS Trees Coalition has a number of 

policy positions.  We will be addressing the following positions through our Councillor coffees, presentation at 

council and letter writing:   
 

• The erosion of Saskatoon’s urban forest 

• Protecting significant trees on private property through a tax incentive process. 

• Increasing the number of trees on boulevards and front yards 

• Increasing public understanding of the values and care of trees within a prairie environment 

• Reducing the impact of insect and disease on Saskatoon's trees due to climate change 
 

Our policy positions are on our website at https://www.sostrees.ca/pdf/2023_positions_SOS_Trees.pdf 

 

 

You can help, grab a coffee with us 
  

Join one of our upcoming Councillor coffees and discover how SOS Trees 

Coalition is advocating for tree protection and expansion.  Share your joys and 

concerns about trees with your Councillor.  Our plan is to gather 10-15 

neighbours together to have an open conversation with each Councillor.  If you 

would like to join us please e-mail trees@sostrees.ca and we do need your 

participation.  Join the conversation. 

 

Suggested Reading: 
 

From City Trees magazine, In the July/August issue of City Trees:  

• Back to Urban Forestry Basics 

• USFS: Managing Urban Forests for Humans and Wildlife  

 

 



 

 

 

From EcoFriendly West 
 

Stopping the degradation of old-growth boreal forests constitutes a major environmental challenge in Canada … 

Old forests offer very different habitats and ecological services than young, managed forests.” And just because 

they’re old doesn’t mean they aren’t dynamic and resilient. [The Conversation] 
 

Planting a wide variety of trees in our forests increases resiliency, removes more carbon from the atmosphere, 

benefits wildlife, and reduces wildfire risk. [CBC, University of Alberta] 

 

https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/increasing-tree-canopy-underserved-areas-not-simple/653956/ 

 
 

QR code Tree Tour Available for your Community Event 
 

 

If you are planning an event or if your school is interested in using the QR code audio tree tour, contact us at 

trees@sostrees.ca for more information. 

 
Get involved! Stand up for our trees & join SOS Trees Coalition Today 
 

SOS Trees Coalition is on the move and we have increased our efforts working with the City of Saskatoon to 

protect our trees.  In addition to Arbor Week, our largest public education event, we are advocating for the City 

tree protection bylaw, increased City tree planting and monitoring Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry Management 

Plan.  Every member and donor is crucial as we build our coalition.  Please take a moment today and sign up for 

your Membership and/or donation today.  Thank you! 
 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you love our urban forest and think it 

is important to plant & protect trees 

please consider joining our board this 

year.   
 

We are now actively looking for new board members. If you are 

enthused about making a difference in your community and want 

to be a part of our dynamic team let us know.  We don’t ask that 

everyone be a tree expert.  In fact we need all kinds of skills such as 

letter writing, technical skills, ability to join other organizations’ 

meetings for collaborations, sharing creative ideas etc. Enthusiasm 

for the trees is the main criteria! There is no specific time commitment.  If you would like to apply please send 

an email to trees@sostrees.ca 

Memberships can also be purchased by printing out 

and sending our membership form  PDF format. 

Payment can be mailed or sent to us via e-transfer. 

 



 

 

Create Your Tree Legacy  
 

A planned gift may be one of the most impactful ways that you can support the 

trees in Saskatoon. A planned gift, life insurance, annuity, etc. to SOS Trees 

Coalition will make a difference.  A great example is the gift left by Joan 

Browne.  The Joan Browne fund has been a supporter of Arbor Week tree 

planting activities and other educational programs.  We are very thankful for 

the forethought that Joan Browne had and her vision of Saskatoon with a 

healthy urban forest.  For more information on how you can include SOS Trees 

Coalition in your estate planning email us at trees@sostrees.ca . 

 

 

 

 

 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in 

trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better 

advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not want to 

receive this newsletter or to share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at trees@sostrees.ca     

You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition. 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's 

urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: membership or you can mail directly to: 1618 9th Avenue North, 

Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a Canadian not for profit registered charity. Thanks to the financial support of 

our members and donors we are able to continue to advocate for the trees in Saskatchewan.   For additional information on 

how you can help go to: https://www.sostrees.ca 

 


